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put a bad   one  to  it.'     JOHNSON.   'No, Sir, I have for-got it V
Such specimens of the easy and playful conversation of the great Dr. Samuel Johnson are, I think, to be prized ; as exhibiting the little varieties of a mind so enlarged and so powerful when objects of consequence required its exertions, and as giving us a minute knowledge of his character and modes of thinking.
'To BENNET LANGTON, ESQ., AT LANGTON, NEAR SPILSBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
' DEAR SIR,
'What your friends have done, that from your departure till now nothing has been heard of you, none of us are able to inform the rest; but as we are all neglected alike, no one thinks himself entitled to the privilege of complaint.
' I should have known nothing of you or of Langton, from the time that dear Miss Langton left us, had not I met Mr. Simpson, of Lincoln, one day in the street, by whom I was informed that Mr. Langton, your Mamma, and yourself, had been all ill, but that you were all recovered.
' That sickness should suspend your correspondence, I did not wonder; but hoped that it would be renewed at your recovery.
' Since you will not inform us where you are, or how you live, I know not whether you desire to know any thing of us. However, I will tell you that THE CLUB subsists; but we have the loss ol Burke's company since he has been engaged in publick business,' in which he has gained more reputation than perhaps any man at
1  Mrs. Thrale, in a letter to Dr. Johnson, said :—' Don't sit making verses that never will be written.'   Piozsi Letters, ii. 183.    Barciti noted opposite this in the margin of his copy: ' Johnson was always making Latin or English verses in his mind, but never would writ* them down.'
2  Burke entered Parliament as member for Wendover borough tw Jan. 14, 1766.    William Burke, writing to Barry the  artist on llw following March 23, says:—' Ned's success has exceeded our nu«( sanguine hopes; all at once he has darted into fame.    He is full t* real business, intent upon doing real good to his country, as much * if he was to receive twenty per cent, from the commerce of the wh»4« empire, which he labours to improve and extend.'    Barry's Work* i.42.
In-ery wide, and would so 1U1 up the intermediate space with reiterated cor-reetions, thai scarcely a word of his Urnl elfusiunn WUH left unaltered.' Goldsmith's Misc. ll'urfa.l. 113.
